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September 13, 2022

Newport School District Parents:

With school underway and your students in our care, I want you to know that Newport School District is
monitoring the air quality very closely and we are taking appropriate precautions.  By utilizing Washington
State Department of Health’s Air Pollution and School Activities criteria as well as taking direction from the
Northeast Tri County Health District, Newport School District has established the procedures listed below to
ensure our students are not exposed to harmful air. We will continue to monitor the air quality on a daily basis,
as we are preparing to see these smoky conditions for the coming weeks. 

Before/After School and Recesses

We will use the latest air quality reading to determine if the air is “good”, “moderate”, “unhealthy for sensitive
groups”, “unhealthy”, or “very unhealthy/hazardous”.  Using the Air Pollution and School Activities Guide,
building principals will make the appropriate call regarding students being allowed to go outside as well as the
appropriate physical level of indoor activities if air conditions are in the “hazardous” range.  Please know, when
it is determined that the air quality has improved enough for students to go outside, all students will have the
option of staying inside if they feel distress due to smoke.  In addition, if a student has been identified with
having asthma or any other respiratory difficulties, he/she will not be allowed outside until the air quality
reading is “good”.  Our district will assess the air quality daily at 7:00 A.M., 11:00 A.M., and 2:00 P.M., to
make the appropriate call regarding outside activities. 

P.E. Classes

Again, our principals will monitor the latest air quality readings. If the reading places the range in the “good” or
“moderate” range, P.E. teachers will take students outside, but will limit activity for any student who has asthma
or feels respiratory distress from the smoke. Readings past the “moderate” range and P.E. classes will remain
inside.  When students are inside due to “hazardous” air conditions, physical activity will be limited. 

Sports/After School Activities

For outside activities, the middle and high school athletic directors and Discovery Center coordinators will be
notified of the latest air quality reading no later than 2:00 P.M. daily.  Again, utilizing the Air Pollution and
School Activities criteria, they will determine if activities will be inside or outside.  If the readings are in the
“hazardous” range, inside physical activity will still be limited.   

Breathing for anyone with seasonal allergies, asthma, or other upper respiratory illnesses or conditions is
difficult at various times due to environmental factors. High pollen, smoke, and other antigen counts (dust,
mold, animal dander, etc.) along with temperature extremes and humidity can play a significant role in
performance and recovery. Being aware of this and local conditions for those affected and those working with
or directing a student-athlete is of significant importance. Tracking of specific, relevant information is done by
the district office, building principals, and athletic directors.
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At all times students and athletes should know they can access the indoors. Special attention will be given to
those in acute distress from a respiratory problem, by the individual sports coaches and other medical personnel
as needed. All involved shall be informed by the athletic director and the team’s coach that, on a particular day
or in certain circumstances, specific individuals may be affected temporarily. Awareness by all involved is
paramount to successful outcomes.

As always if you have further questions or concerns, please contact:

● Newport School District Office (509) 447-3167
● Newport High School (509) 447-2481
● Sadie Halstead Middle School (509) 447-2426
● Stratton Elementary School (509) 447-0656
● Pend Oreille River School (509) 447-6534
● Home Link (509) 447-6625

Thank you,

Dave Smith
Superintendent 
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Newport School District Parents:

With school underway and your students in our care during the day, we want to ensure you that we are monitoring the air quality very closely and are taking appropriate
precautions.  The following document was provided by the Washington State Department of Health and the Northeast Tri County Health District.  Utilizing this document, in
coordination with continuous updates provided by the Tri County Health Department, Newport School District will use the following procedures to ensure the well-being of
our students.

Outside Air Quality Index: PM2.5
Check current and forecast air quality at enviwa.ecology.wa.gov

Good
(0-50)

Moderate
(51-100)

Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups
(101-150)

Unhealthy
(151-200)

Very Unhealthy/Hazardous
(>200)

Recess
(15 minutes)

No
restrictions.

Allow children with health
conditions (see below*) to
stay indoors.

Keep children with health
conditions indoors. Keep activity
levels light for these children unless
indoor PM2.5 levels are below 35.5
µg/m3 (see following page).

Keep all children indoors.
Keep activity levels light
unless indoor PM2.5 levels
are below 35.5 µg/m3.

Keep all children indoors.
Keep activity levels light
unless indoor air is filtered,
and indoor PM2.5 levels are
below 35.5 µg/m3.

P.E.
(1 hour)

No
restrictions.

Allow children with health
conditions to stay indoors
and monitor symptoms for
those who participate.
Increase rest periods for
these children as needed.

Keep children with health conditions
indoors. Keep activities light for
these children unless indoor PM2.5
levels are below 35.5 µg/m3. For
others, limit to light outdoor
activities. Allow any children to stay
indoors if they choose.

Keep all children indoors.
Keep activity levels light
unless indoor PM2.5 levels
are below 35.5 µg/m3.

Keep all children indoors.
Keep activity levels light
unless indoor air is filtered,
and indoor PM2.5 levels are
below 35.5 µg/m3.

Athletic Events
and Practices
(Vigorous activity
2-3 hours)

No
restrictions.

Allow children with health
conditions to opt out and
monitor symptoms for those
who join. Increase rest
periods for these children.

Cancel children’s outdoor athletic events
and practices or move them to an area
with safer air quality, either indoors or to
a different location.

Cancel children’s outdoor
athletic events and practices
or move them to an area
with safer air quality, either
indoors or to a different
location. Consider time spent
in poor air quality during
transit before relocating.

Cancel children’s outdoor
athletic events and practices or
move them to an area with
safer air quality, either indoors
with filtered air or to a different
location. Consider time spent in
poor air quality during transit
before relocating.

*Health conditions include asthma and other lung disease, respiratory infection, heart disease, and diabetes. See the following page for more
details about children’s health, improving indoor air quality, and steps to reduce exposure.

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay)
or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov.

http://enviwa.ecology.wa.gov



